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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, NATO, FR 

SUBJECT : WEU AND EUROPEAN DEFENSE 

REF: PARIS 30340 

1. WEU ASSEMBLY STAFFER, RESPONSIBLE FOR DEFENSE AFFAIRS, TOLD 
US THAT FRENCH HAVE NOT FOLLOWED UP THROUGH WEU ON JOBERT'S 
SUGGESTION (REFTEL) THAT WEU COULD BECOME "A USEFUL FRAMEWORK 
FOR DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION" REGARDING EUROPEAN DEFENSE. 

2. HE NOTED THAT JOBERT'S HINTS AT RECENT WEU ASSEMBLY MEETING 
CONCERNING POSSIBLE ROLE FOR WEU AS FOCAL POINT FOR DEVELOPING 
DEFENSE ORGANIZATION WITH A PURELY EUROPEAN CHARACTER SEEM TO 
HAVE BEEN CASE OF JOBERT "THINKING OUT LOUD" TO SEE WHAT SORT 
OF REACTION HE MIGHT ELICIT FROM HIS WEU ALLIES, RATHER THAN 
STEP IN CONSCIOUS FRENCH POLICY TOWARD REINVIGORATING OF WE. 
STAFFER OBSERVED THAT NEGATIVE REACTION BY LEBER (PARIS 30341) 

AND BY UK FOREIGN OFFICE SEEMED TO HAVE HAD EFFECT OF PURSUADING 
GOF TO DROP WEU GAMBIT, AT LEAST FOR TIME BEING. 

3. OUR SOURCE ADDED THAT FRENCH WOULD PROBABLY CONTINUE TO 
PUSH DEBRE INITIATIVE, RENEWED BY JOBERT, FOR CLOSER EUROPEAN 
COOPERATION ON ARAMENTS WITHIN WEU FRAMEWORK. 

4. STAFFER COMMENTED THAT JOBERT'S SUGGESTION FOR REINVIGORATING 
WEU SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN ANY SPECIAL IMPORTANCE. IT WAS, IN 

HIS OPINION, SIMPLY ONE OF SEVERAL GOF IDEAS FLOATED DURING 
PAST SIX MONTHS DESIGNED TO GET FRANCE'S EUROPEAN ALLIES TO 
FOCUS ON PROBLEM OF EUROPEAN DEFENSE AS SEEN THROUGH FRENCH 
OPTIC, RATHER THAN A SPECIFIC ANSWER TO THAT PROBLEM. 

5. COMMENT: AS WE NOTED IN OUR COMMENT IN REFTEL, JOBERT'S 
REFERENCE TO ENLARGING SCOPE OF WEU WAS SUFFICIENTLY VAGUE TO BE 
MOR TANTALIZING THAN CONCRETE. SO FAR, WE HAVE SEEN NO 
EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT IT WAS ANYTHING MORE THAN A TRIAL 
BALLOON WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE ABOVE REPORT, SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN SOMEWHAT DEFLATED. GDS 
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